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Five Pivotal 
Paradigm Shifts 

required for 

Nation 
Transformation 
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1.We are called to disciple 

nations, not just 
 

individuals. 

5 Pivotal Paradigms 
for Nation Transformation 



2. The Marketplace, which 
 

 is the heart of the nation, 
 

 has been redeemed and 
 

 now it needs to be 
 

 reclaimed. 
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5 Pivotal Paradigms 
for Nation Transformation 



3. Every Christian 
is a minister, 

and labor 
is worship. 
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5 Pivotal Paradigms 
for Nation Transformation 
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5 Pivotal Paradigms 
for Nation Transformation 

4. We are called to take 
 

 the kingdom of God to 
 

 where the kingdom of 
 

 darkness is entrenched 
 

 for Jesus to build His 
 

 Church. 



5. Nation transformation 
 

 must be tangible and the 
 

 premier social indicator 
 

 is the elimination of 
 

 systemic poverty. 
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5 Pivotal Paradigms 
for Nation Transformation 



•   Gen. 3:17-19   - “Thorns and thistles”… 

…Poverty invaded creation 

5 Pivotal Paradigms 
for Nation Transformation 
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Why poverty? 

•  Luke 4:18 - “Good news to the poor” 
 

•  Acts 4:34 - “No needy one among them” 
 

•  Acts 20:35 - “We must help the poor” 
 

•  Gal. 2:10 - “That we remember the poor” 



Cities 
Nations 
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Redemption of the 

through the 

and 

The Transformation  of 

Marketplace 



And I tell you that you are 

 Peter, and on this rock 
 

I will build my church, 

and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it… 

I will give you the keys of 

the kingdomof heaven. 

Matt. 16:18-19 
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 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, 

saying, "All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth. 

"Go therefore and 
disciple all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age." 

Matt. 28:18-20 
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the earth." 

       Acts 1:8 
 

      But you shall receive 
  power when the Holy Spirit 
     has come upon you; and 
   you shall be My witnesses 
    both in Jerusalem, and in 
 all Judea and Samaria, and 
even to the remotest part of 
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…"We gave you strict 

orders not to continue 

teaching in this name, and 

behold, you have filled 

Jerusalem with your 

teaching, 

Acts 5:28 
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  And this took place for two 
years, so that all who lived in 
 Asia heard the word of the 
Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 

And God was performing 
extraordinary miracles by the 

hands of Paul, 

Acts 19:10-11 
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 20 And thus I aspired to preach the 
 

gospel, not where Christ was already 
 

  named, that I might not build upon 

 another man's foundation… 
23 but now, with no further 

place for me in these 
regions… 

24 whenever I go to Spain -- I hope 

to see you 

Romans 15:20,23-24 
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24 And the nations shall walk by 

Rev. 21: 24-26 

     its light, and the kings of the 
earth shall bring their glory into it. 
  25And in the daytime (for there 
shall be no night there) its gates 
    shall never be closed;  26and 
   they shall bring the glory and 
 the honor of the nations into it; 
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27 And nothing unclean and no 

Rev. 21:27 

one who practices abomination 
 

 and lying, shall ever come into 
 

   it, but only those whose 
 

  names are written in the 
 

    Lamb's book of life. 
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The Marketplace 

is the combination of 

Business 
 
 

 Education 

and  Government 
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The  Marketplace 
is the heart of the city / region 

For a city / region to be 

transformed, its heart must 

be transformed 

= the Marketplace 
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Is it 
possible? 

Is it 

biblical? 



Luke 19:10 

 "For the Son of Man 
 

has come to seek and 

to save 

that which was lost." 
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•  What was lost? 

Luke 19:10 

1. Our relationship 
with God 

(Adam and Eve were cast 
out of His presence) 
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Luke 19:10 

•  What was lost? 
2. Our relationship 

with each other 

(Adam / Eve  -  Cain / Abel) 
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Luke 19:10 

•  What was lost? 
3. Our relationship 
with the Marketplace 

(The ground was cursed) 
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Col. 1:19-20 

For it was the Father's 
good pleasure …to 

reconcile all things to 
Himself…whether things 

on earth or things in 
heaven. 
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Col. 1:19-20 

For it was the Father's 
good pleasure …to 

reconcile all things to 
Himself…whether things 

on earth or things in 
heaven. 
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      Eph. 1:7-10 
 
 

  In Him we have redemption 

     through His blood… 
 

according to the riches of His 

 grace…that He might gather 
 

   together in one all things in 
 

    Christ, both…in heaven 
and…on earth…. 
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      Eph. 1:7-10 
 
 

  In Him we have redemption 

     through His blood… 
 

according to the riches of His 

 grace…that He might gather 
 

   together in one all things in 
 

    Christ, both…in heaven 
and…on earth…. 
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Luke 19:10 

The Context 

The Salvation of 
Zaccheus 

(A leader in the marketplace) 
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Luke 19:10 

The Context 
And Jesus said to him, 

“Today salvation has come 

to this house...” 

(House = Home + Marketplace) 
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Luke 19:11 

“While they were listening to 
this…   (to Luke 19:10) 

…He went on to tell them a 
parable….” 
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Because they had no hope for cities 
other than Jerusalem 



 Luke 19:11 
 
 
 
 

The Parable of the Minas 
 
 

   Do Business 

  Authority 

Cities 
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 Because it points to the 
three-dimensional nature 

of Jesus’ redemptive 
work 

Why is this 
significantly 
 important? 



The three dimensions of 
Christ’s redemption 

Personal 

Inter-personal 

Marketplace 
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There is a divine 

Call  toPulpit 

Ministry 
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However, if all 
 believers are 

priests 
(ministers), 
then… 
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 There has to be an 
 
 
 
 

  equally divine 
 

   Call  to 

Marketplace 
Ministry 
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The priesthood of 
 

 all believers has 

two dimensions 
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Vertical 
and Horizontal 



The focus of pulpit 
 

ministry is primarily 
 

vertical 
whereas marketplace 

ministry is primarily 
horizontal. 
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The two 
need to be 
 

integrated 
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The two 
need to be 
 

integrated 



The need to 
 

connect pulpit 
 

ministers with 
 

marketplace 
ministers   A clarifying 

example from 
 the Book of 

Acts 
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Apostolic Commissioning 
Antioch 
13 

(13:2-3) 
…The Holy Spirit 

said, "Set apart for 
Me Barnabas 
and Saul …” 

They…laid hands 
on them, and sent 

them away. 
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     (13:2-3) 
  …The Holy Spirit 
said, "Set apart for 
   Me Barnabas 
    and Saul …” 
 They…laid hands 

14 15 16 17 18 19 13 
Antioch 

First major breakthrough 
Ephesus 

   (19:10) 
 …So that all who 
lived in Asia heard 
  the word of the 
    Lord, 

on them, and sent 
 them away. 
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Chapter 

The Path to 

Regional Transformation 
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Marketplace 

The Path to 

Regional Transformation 

 Chapter 
 
 
 

  Ephesus 
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Asia 



  A 
 Pulpit 
Minister 

The Trigger 

PAUL Partners 
 with 

Aquila  & 

Priscilla 

Corinth 

Chapter 18:2-3 

 Market- 
  place 
Ministers 
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The Trigger 

Chapter 18:2-3 

PAUL Partners 
 with 

Aquila  & 

Priscilla 

Corinth 

 Embraced 
marketplace 
  work 

 Market- 
  place 
Ministers 
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The Trigger 

Chapter 18:2-3 

PAUL Partners 
 with 

Aquila  & 

Priscilla 

Corinth 
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marketplace 
 work 

Embraced  Embraced 
pulpit 
 work 



“Church” Corinth 

  in the Marketplace? 
 
 
 

     Acts 18:7 
 

 …Then Paul left the synagogue 
 

and went next door to the house 

    of Titius Justus… 
 
 
 
 

   (House = home + marketplace) 
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“Church” Corinth 

 in the Marketplace? 
 
 

      v. 8 
    And Crispus, the leader of the 
synagogue, believed in the Lord with all 
   his household, and many of the 
  Corinthians when they heard were 
     believing and being baptized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       ©Ed Silvoso 2003 



Corinth “Church” 
in the Marketplace? 
 
 
 
 
 

 People were saved 
 

   and baptized 
 

    in 
 

  the Marketplace 
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Acts 18:9-10 

     And the Lord said to Paul in the 
   night by a vision, "Do not be afraid 
 any longer, but go on speaking and 
    do not be silent; for I am with you, 
  and no man will attack you in order 
to harm you, for I have many people 

in this city." 

The Need for 
Divine Reassurance 
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• Do not be afraid. 
 

• Go on speaking. 

• I am with you here. 
 

• I have many people 
in this city. 
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The Need for 
Divine Reassurance 



An unprecedented 
 

move of God in an 
ungodly setting 
(the marketplace) 

 The Reason for 
Divine Reassurance 
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Acts 18:11 

And he settled there a year 
 and six months, teaching 
  the word of God among 

them. 

Who is “them”? 

“Bible Teaching” in the 
Marketplace? 
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Who is “them”? 

People 
in the 

Marketplace 



Who is “them”? 

Rom. 8:19 - The creation waits in eager 

expectation for the sons of God to be 

revealed. 

Mt. 5:9 - Blessed are the peacemakers 

for they will be called the sons of God. 

Luke 10:2-9 - The harvest is plentiful… 

Go as lambs among wolves…Speak 

peace… Fellowship…Minister… Proclaim 



 1 Cor. 2:4-5 
And my message and 

   my preaching were not in 
  persuasive words of wisdom, 

 but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, 
but on the power of God. 

Corinth, a city dominated by 
demonic pagan worship, 
now experienced the 
liberating presence and 
power of God in its 
marketplace. 



A More Ephesus 

    Developed Model 
 
 
 

1. Paul took his business 
   partners, Aquila and Priscilla, 
   with him. 
 
 
 

     Acts 18:18 

 And Paul…put out to sea for Syria, and 
  with him were Priscilla and Aquila. 
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A More Ephesus 

    Developed Model 
 
 
 

2. He set up a business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Acts 20:34 

  "You yourselves know that these 
 hands ministered to my own needs and 
   to the men who were with me.” 
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A More Ephesus 

     Developed Model 
 
 

3. He established himself in the 
   marketplace 
 
 
 

      Acts 19:9 

  …He withdrew from (the synagogue) 
 and took away the disciples, reasoning 
    daily in the school of Tyrannus. 
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A More Ephesus 

   Developed Model 
 
 

4. First Ephesus, then all Asia 
  heard the Word of the Lord. 
 
 
 

     Acts 19:10 

 And this took place for two years, so 
that all who lived in Asia heard the word 
    of the Lord. 
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A More Ephesus 

    Developed Model 
 

5. The key role of “extraordinary 
   miracles.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Acts 19:11 

 And God was performing extraordinary 
  miracles by the hands of Paul…. 
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Corinth 

Ephesus 

Paul used his business 

   to take the presence 
 

 and the power of God 
 

  to the marketplace to 
 

bring transformation to 

the city / region 



Paul’s Transformation 
 Journey 

2 Setbacks 
 
 

  and 
 
 

 2 Victories 
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14 15 16 17 18 19 13 



Acts 13 

v.44, 49 - …Nearly the 

whole city assembled to 

hear the word of God…And 

 the word of the Lord was 

being spread through the 

whole region. 

What happened 
in the city? 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Pisidian Antioch 



    What happened 
      in the city? 
     v.44, 49 - …Nearly the 

  whole city assembled to 

hear the word of God…And 

   the word of the Lord was 

 being spread through the 

       whole region. 

    What was the 
       reaction? 
     v. 50  …The devout 

  women of prominence 

 and the leading men of 

   the city…instigated a 

persecution against Paul 

      and Barnabas… 
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Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 

 Pisidian Antioch 
  Acts 13 



v.44, 49 - And the next v. 50  …The devout 

Lord ofbeing      persecution against 

 Sabbath nearly the whole        women of prominence 

 city assembled to hear the       and the leading men of 

  word of God…And the               the city…instigated a 

word of the outwas  their district.         Paul 
spread through the whole               and Barnabas… 

   region. 
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Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 

 Pisidian Antioch 
   Acts 13 
 
 
 

  The Result: 



Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 

Acts 17 

v.4 …Were persuaded and 

joined Paul and Silas, 

along with a 

great multitude of the 

God-fearing Greeks and a 

number of the leading 

women. 

What happened 
in the city? 
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Thessalonica 



v.4 …Were persuaded and    v.5  …wicked men from the 

   joined Paul and Silas, 

    along with a 

  great multitude of the 

God-fearing Greeks and a 

 number of the leading 

     women. 

What happened 
 in the city? 

What was the 
 reaction? 

 market place, formed a 

mob and set the city in an 

    uproar… 
v.8 …And they stirred up 

  the crowd and the city 

   authorities. 
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Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 

 Thessalonica 
  Acts 17 



v.10 …And [they] sent 

Paul and Silas away by 

night 

Thessalonica 
Acts 17 

v.4 - And some of them 
were persuaded and joined     v.8 …And they stirred up 

Paul and Silas, along with a       the crowd and the city 

  great multitude of the             authorities who heard 

 God-fearing Greeks and a                     these things. 

number of the leading 

women. 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 

The Result: 
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v.8 - …And many of the 

Corinthians when they 

heard were believing and 

being baptized…. 

Corinth 
Acts 18 

What happened 
in the city? 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 

 Corinth 
  Acts 18 

    What was the 
     reaction? 
 
 
 

 v.12  …the Jews with one 

  accord rose up against 

   Paul and brought him 

before the judgment seat, 
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  What happened 
     in the city? 
 
 
 
 

 v.8 - …And many of the 

   Corinthians when they 

heard were believing and 

    being baptized…. 



v.14, 16 …(The proconsul) 

drove (the Jews) away 
from the judgment seat. 

Corinth 
Acts 18 

v.8 - Crispus, the leader of 

the synagogue, believed       v.12  …the Jews with one 

  in the Lord with all his              accord rose up against 

 household, and many of           Paul and brought him 

the Corinthians when they   before the judgment seat, 

heard were believing and 

being baptized…. 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 

The Result: 
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v.18 - And Paul…remained 
many days longer…. 

Corinth 
Acts 18 

v.4 - And some of them 
were persuaded and joined     v.8 …And they stirred up 

Paul and Silas, along with a       the crowd and the city 

  great multitude of the             authorities who heard 

 God-fearing Greeks and a                     these things. 

number of the leading 

women. 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 

The Result: 
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Ephesus 
Acts 19 

v.9-11 - …All who lived in 
Asia heard the word of 

the Lord 

What happened 
in the city? 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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v.20 - The word of the 

Lord was growing 

mightily and 

prevailing. 

Ephesus 
Acts 19 

What happened 
in the city? 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 

 Ephesus 
  Acts 19 

    What was the 
      reaction? 
  v.23 …There arose no 

     small disturbance 
 
 
 
 
 

v.29 …The city was filled 
 with the confusion, and 
   they rushed…into the 
       theater. 
        ©Ed Silvoso 2003 

 What happened 
   in the city? 
 
 
 
 
 

v.20 - The word of the 

  Lord was growing 

    mightily and 

     prevailing. 



v.31 - …Some of the Asiarchs who 
were friends of (Paul) …urged him 

, and not to venture into the theater. 

Ephesus 
Acts 19 

v.23 …There arose no 
 small disturbance 
concerning the Way. 

v.29 …The city was filled 
with the confusion 
 they rushed with one 
accord into the theater… 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 

The Result: 
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…After quieting the 
the town multitude, 

, and clerk…dismissed the 

into the theater… assembly. 

Ephesus 

The Result: 

Acts 19 

v.23 …There arose no 

concerning the Way. 

v.29 …The city was filled 
with the confusion 
 they rushed with one 
accord 

v.35,41 -                              small disturbance 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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      Why the 
    Defeats? 
 
 
 

Pisidian Antioch 
 
 

 Thessalonica 
 
 

  Paul’s Public 

   Perception: 
 

     Solely 
 

 Religious 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 

and      Why the 
  Victories? 
 
 
 

       Corinth 
 
 

      Ephesus 
 
 

   Paul’s Public 

    Perception: 
 

 Religious / 
 

Marketplace 
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Acts 19:31 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Acts 19:31 

Asiarchs 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Acts 19:31 

Asiarchs 

Governors of Asia 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Acts 19:31 

Paul’s 

Friends 

Asiarchs 

Governors of Asia 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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The Asiarchs 

Why did 
they 

defend 
him? 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Why did 
   they 
 defend 
  him? 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 

 The Asiarchs 

Because Paul 
 was an asset 
  to the city / 
   region 
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these hands ministered to 

 my own needs and to the 

  men who were with me. 
 
 
 
 

   “and remember the words 

   of the Lord Jesus, that He 

    Himself said, 

  Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 

   How did Paul become an asset 
 
 

    Acts 20:33-35 
 

 "I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes. 
 
 

"You yourselves know that 

"In everything I showed you 

 that by working hard in this 

  manner you must help the 

     weak 
 
 
 
 

   'It is more blessed to give 

    than to receive.'” 
      ©Ed Silvoso 2003 



 Working Hard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emulating Jesus 

Helping the 
  needy 
 
 
 
 
 

Giving rather 
 than taking. 
   ©Ed Silvoso 2003 

 Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 

  How did Paul become an asset 
 
 

   Acts 20:33-35 
 

"I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes. 



 45 And they began selling their property and 

possessions, and were sharing them with all, as 

anyone might have need. 

 46 And day by day continuing with one mind in 

  the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, they were taking their meals together with 

gladness and sincerity of heart, 

47 praising God, and having favor with all the 

people. And the Lord was adding to their number 

day by day those who were being saved. 

Acts 2:45-47 

It happened before 
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P
ra

is
in

g
 

G
o
d
 

Praising God 

 Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 
 

  Acts 2:47 
 
 
 
 

The Vertical Dimension 
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G
o
d
 

P
ra

is
in

g
 The Horizontal Dimension 

The Vertical Dimension 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 

Having favor with the people 
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Acts 2:47 



G
o
d
 

P
ra

is
in

g
 And the Lord was 

adding to their number 

Having favor with the people 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Acts 2:47 



P
ra

is
in

g
 

G
o
d
 

And the Lord was 

adding to their number 

Having favor with the people 

And the Lord was 

adding to their number 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
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Acts 2:47 



G
o
d
 

P
ra

is
in

g
 

 And the Lord was 

adding to their number 

 And the Lord was 

adding to their number 

Having favor with the people 
 
  And the Lord was 

 adding to their number 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   ©Ed Silvoso 2003 

Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 
 

 Acts 2:47 



G
o
d
 

P
ra

is
in

g
 

Having favor with the people 

 And the Lord was 

adding to their number 

 And the Lord was 

adding to their number 

And the Lord was 
 adding to their 
  number 
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Paul’s Journey to Breakthrough 
 
 
 

 Acts 2:47 

 And the Lord was 

adding to their number 



the synagogue 
alone. 

The Tension between the 

Synagogue and the Marketplace                       . 
 
 

 Paul could have never 
 reached Asia through 

 Paul 
could not 

 have reached Asia 
without the synagogue. 
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1.   To change the city, the 
Marketplace must be changed 

Four Transformation Keys to 
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1.   To change the city, the 
 Marketplace must be changed 
 
 

2.   To change the Marketplace, 
 Marketplace Ministers must be 
 recognized. 
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Four Transformation Keys to 



1.   To change the city, the 
 Marketplace must be changed 
 
 

2.   To change the Marketplace, 
 Marketplace Ministers must be 
 recognized. 

3.   To recognize Marketplace 
 Ministers, pulpit pastors must 

partner with them… 
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Four Transformation Keys to 



4. …To channel the spiritual wealth 

resident in the “synagogue” 
 

(local congregation) to the heart 
 

of the city through the divine 
 

placement of those Marketplace 
 

Ministers. 
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Four Transformation Keys to 


